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Sail Martha’s Vineyard to Present Cronkite Award 
 
For immediate release, June 4, 2021 
 
Contact: John Kettlewell, Executive Director 
 
john@sailmv.org, 508-696-7644 
 
Sail Martha’s Vineyard (Sail MV) will present the Walter Cronkite Award to local 
artist/photographer Alison Shaw. The presentation will be made July 8 at Sail MV’s 
signature annual event, this year presented online, the Virtual Seafood Buffet & 
Auction. 
 
Shaw will be the 9th recipient of the Walter Cronkite Award, presented each year 
since 2010 to honor an individual who has advanced the appreciation of maritime 
culture on Martha’s Vineyard. Cronkite was an early and important supporter of Sail 
MV. Previous recipients of the award were Ray Ellis, Matthew Stackpole, Captain 
Robert S. Douglas, Ross Gannon and Nat Benjamin, S. Bailey Norton, Jr., Nathaniel 
Philbrick, Steven Ewing, and Brock and Hope Callen. 
 
The online presentation will be part of Sail MV’s major fundraising event, the Virtual 
Seafood Buffet & Auction. As part of the Support Sail MV 2021 campaign supporters 
are urged to purchase tickets and tables for the evening, with the option of making 
donations or bidding on iconic local sailing adventures, boats, and of course, full-
course lobster dinners! The goal is to raise $100,000 to support summer programs 
that teach over 400 youth every year, Maritime Studies courses at the high school, a 
year-round rowing program, the high school sailing team, and promotion of the 
maritime heritage of the Island. 
 
When she learned of the award, Shaw said, “I would be touched and delighted to be 
the recipient of the award. And I especially appreciate it from the perspective of 
being an artist/photographer with a passion for boats and nautical scenes as the 
subject matter for my art.” Shaw’s work may be found on her website at: 
www.alisonshaw.com. 
 
Thanks to work by Board member and ESPN producer, John Wilson, the program 
will feature video stories of Sail MV alumnae and important maritime partners here 
on the Island. 
 
Auction items are donated by local businesses and boat owners; including V. Jaime 
Hamlin at Home, Gannon & Benjamin Marine Railway, and Sail Magic Carpet. 
  
Sail Martha’s Vineyard is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and 
perpetuating our Island’s maritime heritage, culture, skills, and the sea that 
surrounds us. We encourage all Island residents to be comfortable in and around 
the water through such programs as boat handling and sailing instruction for 
children, adult sailing instruction, Cornish Pilot Gig Rowing Club, and support for the 
high school sailing team for competitive sailors. We also established and conduct 
the Maritime Studies curriculum at the regional high school. 
 
Information on Sail MV’s programs may be found at www.sailmv.org. 
	


